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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT 7.00 P.M. 
ON THURSDAY 20 APRIL 2017  

 IN THE PARISH COUNCIL OFFICE, VILLAGE WAY, CRANLEIGH 

 
 
  Councillors 

Cllr M Foryszewski*            (Chairman of the Council)                        
Cllr R Bryant* 
Cllr R Burbridge*                (Vice Chairman of the Council) 
Cllr R Cole* 
Cllr P Ellis* 
Cllr K Fernandes* 
Cllr B Freeston* 
Cllr D Harris 
Cllr M Hayward* 
Cllr S Jeacock* 
Cllr E Townsend* 
Cllr R Tyler* 
 
PRESENT* 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Ms Sally Pavey and Mr Bill Sorrell from CAGNE, Parish Clerk B Bell FILCM, eight 
members of the public. 
 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
The Council accepted the prior commitment apology from Cllr D Harris. 
 

2. GUEST SPEAKERS 
Ms Sally Pavey of CAGNE Communities Against Gatwick Noise Emissions explained that the group 
was established in 2014.  They aim to break down aviation jargon.  They have a website 
www.cagne.org and a Parish Council Forum www.cagnepcforum.org.uk  Ms Pavey will send a copy 
of her presentation for circulation to members.  It was agreed to include membership of the Forum 
on the agenda for the next meeting. 

 
3. PUBLIC SESSION 

A member of the public said she was previously the Chairman of Age UK Waverley who managed 
Rowleys.  She asked if the Parish Council is aware of a move to relinquish the 99 year lease on 
Rowleys, in favour of a 25 year lease costing £6,000 per annum with five yearly reviews in line with 
RPI.  She said the lease is a very valuable asset on a peppercorn rent for a building built with public 
money and fundraising to keep it going.  The Chairman said the Parish Council does not know 
anything about it and cannot comment further as it is a commercially sensitive Waverley Borough 
Council matter.  She added that Rowleys is a charity, subject to Charity Commission rules to whom 
individuals may address their concern.  Cllr P Ellis said she would take any questions to Waverley 
Borough Council for a written response. 
 

http://www.cagne.org/
http://www.cagnepcforum.org.uk/
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4. PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES 
The draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 16 February 2017, having previously been 
circulated, were AGREED with the following amendment and signed by the Chairman as a true 
record.  Item 8; bullet point 6:   

Remove, ‘Cranleigh Health Centre will have new stroke services.’ 
Replace with, ‘So many residents of Cranleigh attended the meeting held at the Cranleigh Health 
Centre regarding the proposed changes to Stroke Services in Waverley and other areas of Surrey 
including the closure of the Stroke Service at the Royal Surrey County Hospital that a second 
meeting will be held at the Cranleigh Village Hall in the near future.  
  
The Cranleigh Health centre was simply hosting the meeting and unfortunately working on the fact 
that very few people had turned up to the meetings at Farnham, Godalming and Haslemere the 
organisers were really taken by surprise at the number that showed up at Cranleigh - they should 
have known Cranleigh better and residents here could be badly impacted.’ 

 
5. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

• Cllr M Foryszewski declared that she is a Waverley Borough Councillor. 

• Cllr P Ellis declared that she is a Waverley Borough Councillor. 

• Cllr K Fernandes declared she is employed by the Challenger. 

• Cllr E Townsend declared she is a Waverley Borough Councillor and a member of the 
Cranleigh Civic Society. 

• Cllr S Jeacock declared that he is a Committee member of the Cranleigh Civic Society and 
has a disclosable pecuniary interest in item 20 – Cranleigh Village Hospital Trust. 

• Cllr R Bryant declared that he is a Committee member of the Cranleigh Civic Society. 
 

6. CHAIRMANS REPORT 
Members NOTED the Chairman’s report: 

• Met with Cllr D Harris on 04 April and had a very healthy discussion with some good ideas.  
Cllr D Harris has suggested an informal round table meeting for Councillors and staff. 

• Attended the Youth Council meeting on 06 April and paid tribute to their members and their 
work. 

• Opened Cook on 08 April. 

• Met informally with Cllr J Potts Leader of Waverley Borough Council on 12 April and will 
arrange a formal meeting with the Clerk in the near future. 

• Will be meeting with Rosemary Hurtley to discuss SMART village. 

• Will be attending the Chamber of Commerce networking dinner. 

• Has been invited to a Glebelands School event. 

• Will be attending the Mayor of Godalming Civic Dinner. 

• There is a consultation event for the Centenary Garden on Thursday 27 April 12 – 2.00pm in 
the Band Room. 
 

7. CLERK’S REPORT 
Members NOTED the Clerk’s Report: 

• The Parish Council wrote to the Executive Director of Waverley Borough Council with its 
concerns about the discussion at the Joint Planning Committee meeting of proposals to build 
a new Leisure Centre on Snoxhall Fields.  No reply had been received to the letter so the 
Clerk telephoned his Personal Assistant and established that the letter had not been 
received by WBC.  A reply has been issued in the absence of the Executive Director who is 
on annual leave by Mr Kelvin Mills, Head of Communities and Special Projects.  Mr Mills said 
that WBC is looking at the potential for a new build leisure centre in Cranleigh but 
considerations are at an early stage.  WBC are about to undertake a feasibility study on 
whether a new leisure centre in Cranleigh is a possibility.   
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Any potential location for a new centre will form part of this and he assures the Parish 
Council that it is WBC’s intention to work closely with the Parish Council throughout the 
process.  He said that whilst the JPC included a reference to a contribution towards the 
provision of a new Cranleigh Leisure Centre, it does not indicate reference to any location.  A 
suggested contribution was included in the report, should there be agreement to a new 
Leisure Centre in Cranleigh and WBC wish to ensure that it is included within a legal 
agreement for the development. 

• The Clerk met with the Surrey County Council Access Ranger who is supportive of the 
Council’s action to safeguard users of the Downs Link public bridleway at Snoxhall Fields 
through the temporary closure of the access road and car park.  Surrey County Council may 
be able to provide some PIC funding towards the re-surfacing of the Downs Link.  Invitations 
to quote have been issued, and the quotes received indicate that a formal tender for the re-
surfacing work will be necessary in accordance with the Public Contracts Regulations 2015.  
The Clerk has also met with WBC Parking Services to investigate parking control and 
legislation and is awaiting a quotation for the supply and installation of a parking ticket 
machine, and enforcement services through WBC.  An application has been submitted to 
WBC for PIC funding for a post and rail fence along the access road.  The Council has 
received some email communications about the access road closure mainly raising concerns 
about access for the emergency services.  The Clerk confirms that Surrey Fire and Rescue 
and Secamb controllers have the password for the access gate to Snoxhall Fields.  
Arrangements have also been made with Greenways Nursery and the Football Clubs.  The 
Clerk has clarified the reason for the access road closure to members of the public. 

• The modernisation works to the Sports Hall will be complete tomorrow and the hall will be 
open as usual from Monday. 

• The Clerk has been reviewing the allotments licence agreement and charging regime, and 
has met with representatives from the Beryl Harvey and Elmbridge allotments to hear their 
views on the proposed changes.  The new licence agreement and charging regime will be 
presented to the Council’s Property Committee. 

• The Clerk is meeting with the Superintendent of Horsham Cemetery next week to discuss 
cemetery rules and regulations. 

• The Clerk contacted Waverley Borough Council who arranged the collection of the green 
waste from the Summerlands Estate Residents Association and have agreed to do so on an 
ongoing basis.  The Association wished their thanks to be passed on to the Parish Council 
for making this happen. 

• Rt Hon Anne Milton MP has contacted Marcus Jones MP, Parliamentary Under Secretary of 
State at the Department for Communities and Local Government, to make him aware of the 
Parish Council’s support for an amendment to the Local Government Finance Bill for a 
mandatory 100% rate relief for non-domestic rates for public conveniences. 

• Cllrs E Townsend, K Fernandes, R Bryant and P Ellis agreed to help distribute the 
Community Showcase flyers. 

• Cllrs Cole and Hayward have been added to the bank mandate as cheque signatories. 

• The job vacancies have been advertised on indeed and received a good response, closing 
date 30 April 2017. 

 
8. REPORT FROM SURREY AND WAVERLEY BOROUGH COUNCILLORS 

The report from Cllr P Ellis was NOTED: 

• Tuesday 4th April.   Meeting of Executive Committee.   Item in Confidential Matters relating to 
Rowley’s Centre for the Community, Cranleigh.    

• Wednesday 5th April.   Eastern Area Planning Ref Councils housing land supply.  A planning 
inspector has concluded that the Council does not have an adequate housing supply to meet 
its needs and there is a requirement for a 20% buffer and not a 5% buffer.    
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The Inspector also suggested WBC is cautious about the speed of delivery of new housing 
which also affects the housing supply. 
Land at 1 Bookhurst Hill, Bookhurst Road, Cranleigh.  Application to erect a detached 4 bed, 
2 storey dwelling, garage shed/store and associated works.  Velux windows to the front roof 
elevation, solar panels on the rear roof elevation.  Recommendation from Officers:  
Permission be granted.  Decision: Permission granted subject to conditions.  Note: Members 
of the Committee were generally in agreement that they preferred the design of the previous 
application which was given permission.   Concern was expressed that what was stated to be 
a storage area in the roof would most probably be used to provide further accommodation.   
The principle of development had been previously granted for this site and taking into 
account the built Swallowhurst site behind there was no real opportunity or planning grounds 
to refuse the application. 

• Monday 10th April   Joint Planning Committee.  St Georges Road, Badshot Lea.   (I attended 
as a substitute for an Eastern Area Member who was unable to attend).  Application for 
approval of reserved matters (Layout, scale, & appearance) following previous outline 
approval for 71 dwellings including access and associated parking.  Recommendation from 
officers: Permission be granted subject to conditions.  Decision: Granted subject to 
conditions.   1 Objection. 
 

The report from Cllr E Townsend was NOTED: 

• She has spoken with Cllr J Edwards about the stream behind M&S and asbestos cement 
pipes, the Environment Agency are involved.  Concerns about the asbestos pipes have been 
referred to the Drinking Water Inspectorate. 

• Cllr K Fernandes said she had volunteered to be an Observer for Rowleys and if so, the 
Council might have known about the lease.  The Chairman said that Rowleys had said a 
Parish Council Observer was not required.  It was AGREED that the Clerk would approach 
Rowleys again with the offer of a Parish Council Observer. 

 
9. MINUTES OF COMMITTEES 

The Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 03 April 2017 were RECEIVED.   
 

10. COMMITTEE STRUCTURE 
It was AGREED: 

• To appoint Cllr M Foryszewski as Observer to Cranleigh in Bloom. 

• To defer appointing a Gatwick Observer to the next meeting of the Council. 

• To appoint Cllrs R Bryant, R Burbridge, K Fernandes and B Freeston to proof read the 
Challenger article monthly. 

 
11. OUTSIDE BODIES - No reports. 

 
12. WORKING PARTIES 

The Council AGREED to receive the following reports: 

• Cllr R Burbridge asked all members to attend and support the Community Showcase, and 
recorded thanks to the Assistant Clerk for organising the Showcase. 

• Cllr E Townsend said she has approached the Lottery for funding for the Centenary Garden 
whose theme is ‘Keep the homes fires burning’ in connection to World War I and the 
Oaklands Red Cross Hospital.  There is a public consultation event on Thursday 27 April 12 
– 2.00pm in the Band Room.  The Chairman said the full Parish Council will need to ratify 
this project. 

• Cllr E Townsend reported that the Youth Council now has a website. 

• Cllr E Townsend will forward the Parish Council website specification to the Clerk to issue the 
tender invitations. 
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13. FINANCIAL MATTERS 
1. The expenditure list to 20 April 2017 was circulated this evening, was AGREED by the 

Council and signed by the Chairman.  Cllrs K Fernandes and B Freeston will sign the 
accounts for payment. 

2. The bank reconciliation to 28 February 2017 was AGREED and the bank reconciliation to 31 
March 2017 was DEFERRED to the next meeting. 

3. The cashbook reconciliation to 28 February 2017 was AGREED and the cashbook 
reconciliation to 31 March 2017 was DEFERRED to the next meeting.  The Clerk reported 
that the first instalment of the precept has been received and the Council will be asked to 
approve the investment next month. 

 
14. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

The Clerk outlined the discussions of the Neighbourhood Plan Committee earlier this evening; the 
Committee felt it needed longer to discuss the call for sites options of: either the Parish Council 
calling for sites and including them in the Neighbourhood Plan, or leaving Waverley Borough Council 
to call for sites as part of Local Plan Part 2.  The Chairman said that the Parish Council does not 
have to put forward sites for development.  She suggested following the Farnham Neighbourhood 
Plan which has been challenged by developers who are seeking an injunction to prevent the 
Neighbourhood Plan going to Referendum on 04 May 2017.   
 
It was AGREED to hold a meeting of the Neighbourhood Plan Committee at 6.00pm on Thursday 27 
April 2017 following by an extraordinary meeting of the Parish Council at 7.00pm to ratify the 
decision. 

 
15. LOCAL AUTHORITY LAND REGISTER 

The Clerk reported that the first registration of the tennis courts and Russell Banks land is with HM 
Land Registry.  In order to complete the Local Authority Land Register, it was AGREED: 
 

• To appoint Surrey Hills Solicitors to handle the first registration of Dewlands Lane Cemetery 
at a cost of £750 + VAT and disbursements.  The new section of the cemetery is registered, 
but not the old part. 

• To appoint Surrey Hills Solicitors to advise on the status of the Beryl Harvey and Elmbridge 
Road allotments at a cost of £500 + VAT and disbursements.  The Parish Council needs to 
find out if the allotments were established as statutory allotments under the Small Holdings 
and Allotments Act 1908, as the consent of the Secretary of State would be required for any 
disposal.  The Clerk advised that if the allotments are non-statutory, the Council may wish to 
consider making them statutory allotments and using a solicitor to oversee the process. 

• To appoint Surrey Hills Solicitors to advise on the status of the cricket field side of Snoxhall 
Fields at a cost of £500 + VAT and disbursements.  The Clerk advised that Surrey Hills 
Solicitors have clarified that there is no charitable trust on the football field side of Snoxhall 
Fields and to complete the Council’s records, a check will be made of the land in the cricket 
field side of Snoxhall Fields. 
 

16. CRANLEIGH WATERS 
Cllr B Freeston had requested this agenda item to discuss the condition of the Cranleigh Waters.  
The Clerk advised that Waverley Borough Council had commissioned a Water Quality Report 
through Amec Foster Wheeler.  Cllr E Townsend said there is a second stage report out in the next 
couple of months.  She urged testing of the water quality nearer to the discharge point and 
suggested this information is given to the Cranleigh Waters Partnership with a request for the Parish 
Council to appoint an Observer. 
It was AGREED to request a Parish Council Observer on the Cranleigh Waters Partnership and it 
was AGREED to nominate Cllr R Bryant as Observer with Cllr B Freeston as reserve.  Cllr P Ellis 
suggested getting in contact with the Cranleigh Community Resilience Group. 
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17. CRANLEIGH FLOOD FORUM 
Cllr E Townsend said she has been impressed by the Alfold Flood Forum and said Rt Hon Anne 
Milton MP has offered to assist starting a Cranleigh Flood Forum.  It was AGREED for Cllr E 
Townsend to find out more information and include this as an agenda item next month. 
 

18. CRANLEIGH AWARD 
Cllr B Freeston said that the Parish Council could present the award to one person each year for 
their service to our community.  He said the recipient could be chosen by a Committee of five 
Councillors whose tenure on the Committee would last for a maximum of two years, with a new 
Committee Chairman each year.  The award could be presented at the Community Showcase.  Cllr 
M Hayward suggested making an award for young person of the year too.  The Clerk added that she 
has received a request for allotment of the year. 
 
It was AGREED to appoint Cllrs R Burbridge, P Ellis, K Fernandes, B Freeston and M Hayward to 
the Committee whose terms of reference include a maximum membership of two years and a new 
Committee Chairman every year. 
 

19. VILLAGE OF THE YEAR COMPETITION 
It was AGREED to nominate Cranleigh to the Channel 4 Village of the Year competition. 
 

20. CRANLEIGH VILLAGE HOSPITAL TRUST 
Cllr S Jeacock having declared a disclosable pecuniary interest left the meeting.  The Chairman 
closed the meeting to the press and public to discuss a commercially sensitive item. 
 
The advice of the Council’s solicitor had previously been circulated.   
 
It was AGREED: 

• To refer the CVHT land transfer agreement to the Council’s insurers. 

• To invite CVHT to a Parish Council meeting to provide an update on the project. 
 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.45pm. The next Parish Council meeting is on Thursday 18 May 
2017 at 7.00pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Signature…..……………………………….                                            Date……………………………… 
 


